
SAUNDERS SECONDARY SCHOOLSAUNDERS.TVDSB.CA | 100

ENGLISH
GRADE 9

COURSES OFFERED: ENG1L1, ENG1P1, ENG1D1, ENG1DE

English (Essential - Locally Developed) ENG1L1 
In this course, students focus on developing their literacy, communication, and organizational skills to prepare 
for success in high school, in their daily lives, and in the workplace.  From this course, students advance to 
grade 10 essential English, and the grades 11 and 12 workplace English courses.  ENG1L1 is designed to 
meet the needs of students who require support to develop their reading, viewing, listening, talking, writing and 
critical thinking skills.  In all strands the focus is on developing and refining foundational literacy skills and on 
using language clearly and accurately in a variety of contexts.

UNIT OR TOPIC

DEVELOPING LISTENING AND TALKING SKILLS
●	use talk to develop thinking skills in small and      
    large group interactions;
●	contribute ideas and converse while   
    participating in classroom activities;
●	identify their strengths as oral communicators  
    and reflect on next steps in further developing                                      
    listening and talking skills.

OVER THE COURSE OF THE SEMESTER, STUDENTS WILL:
● read novels of choice for 20 minutes in class and 20     
   minutes at home every day (20+20)

● track their reading habit and set reading goals to improve  
   fluency

● read a variety of narrative, informational, and graphic texts

●	use a variety of reading strategies

● respond to texts by identifying directly stated information,  
   indirectly stated information, and making connections

●	write expressively

● use graphic organizers to plan a series of paragraphs   
    expressing an opinion 

● read and identify parts of a news report

● identify strengths, areas for improvement, and next steps in  
    their reading and writing skill development

● engage in ongoing learning conversations about their   
    learning

● intentional use of reading strategies

● effective use of the writing process

●expressive, opinion, and news report writing

●self-assessment of strengths, areas for improvement

●reflection and goal setting

STUDENTS WILL COMPILE A PORTFOLIO OF BEST WORK 
INCLUDING EVIDENCE OF:

DEVELOPING READING AND VIEWING SKILLS
●	develop reading and viewing strategies to  
    understand and make connections with texts  
    that are part of school, workplace, and  
    everyday life;
●	identify their strengths as independent  
    readers and viewers and reflect on next steps      
   in further developing their reading and  
    viewing skills.

DEVELOPING WRITING SKILLS
●	apply the writing process by generating and  
   organizing ideas, writing a draft, revising,  
   and editing to produce a variety of short  
   written texts;
●	identify their strengths as writers and reflect  
   on next steps in further developing their  
    writing skills.

COURSE SUMMATIVE PORTFOLIO

CONTENT OR DESCRIPTION
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English (Applied) ENG1P1
This course is designed to develop the key oral communication, reading, writing, and media literacy skills stu-
dents need for success in secondary school and their daily life. Students will read, interpret, and create a variety 
of informational, literary, and graphic texts. An important focus will be identifying and using appropriate strat-
egies and processes to improve students’ comprehension of texts and to help them communicate clearly and 
effectively. This course is intended to prepare students for the Grade 10 applied English course, which leads to 
college or workplace preparation courses in Grades 11 and 12. 
Prerequisite: None

UNIT OR TOPIC

Identifying Main Idea and Supporting 
Details

Inferencing and Inquiry

Evaluate and Judge

Take a Stand - Persuasive Writing

Analyze and Interpret Graphic Text

ISP – One Topic, Four Real-World Writing 
Purposes

Students will analyse a variety of texts and media forms to identify the main 
idea. They will identify and collect relevant details to support the main idea.
Students will also write and polish four sentences (identifying main idea and 
supporting details).

Students will use visual and textual clues to make inferences. They will 
construct appropriate questions in order to uncover additional information.

Students will write a series of paragraphs that express an opinion on a topic 
of interest.

Students will explore and analyse a variety of graphic texts. Students will 
learn graphic text features and apply their knowledge by creating their own 
graphic text.

Students will select and refine a topic of interest and then write about 
that topic for four of the five purposes studied throughout the semester.

CONTENT OR DESCRIPTION

Students will explore narrative forms and evaluate the writers’ and characters’ 
choices.
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English	(Academic)	ENG1D1
This course is designed to develop the oral communication, reading, writing, and media literacy skills students 
need for success in secondary school academic programs and in their daily lives. Students will analyse literary 
texts from contemporary and historical periods, interpret informational and graphic texts, and create oral, writ-
ten, and media texts in a variety of forms. An important focus will be on the use of strategies that contribute to 
effective communication. The course is intended to prepare students for the Grade 10 academic English course, 
which leads to university or college preparation courses in Grades 11 and 12. 
Prerequisite: None
Recommended:	 For students with a 75% average or higher in grade 8 English.

English	(Academic	Enriched)	ENG1DE
This enriched course examines many of the same topics and introduces many of the skills as does ENG1D1, 
but enriched students will discuss the topics more indepth and refine more advanced writing skills.  This course 
is intended to prepare students for the Grade 10 academic English course, which leads to university or college 
preparation courses in Grades 11 and 12.
Prerequisite: None
Recommended:	 Recommendation from the Grade 8 Teacher and/or Learning Support Teacher in combination 
with noted achievement level

UNIT OR TOPIC

Reading and Media Analysis: Exploring and 
understanding various graphic, media, and 
literary features and techniques

Inquiry & Research Process: topic 
selection and refinement, credible sources, 
citing sources, processing and publishing 
information.

Writing and Writing Process: Generate 
and focus ideas for writing tasks. Locate 
and select information to support ideas for 
Literary Paragraphs.

Oral Communication: Develop oral 
communication skills, specifically volume, 
pacing, and monitoring through topic-
centred Discussion Groups.

Poetry, Graphic Poetry, Graphic Texts, Short Fiction, Non-Fiction, Spoken 
Word, Videos

Read texts from diverse cultures and historical periods, identifying specific 
purposes for reading.

Making inferences about and connections to a variety of text and media 
forms in order to grasp implicit meaning.

CONTENT OR DESCRIPTION

Analyse texts in terms of the information, ideas, issues, or themes they 
explore.

ISP

Exam
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English (Locally Developed) ENG2L1
In this course, students focus on extending their literacy and communication skills to prepare for success in 
their daily lives, in the workplace, in the English, Grade 11, Workplace Preparation course, or in the English: 
Contemporary Aboriginal Voices, Grade 11, Workplace Preparation course. This course is organized by strands 
that extend listening and speaking skills, reading and viewing skills, and writing skills. In all strands, the focus 
is on refining foundational literacy skills and on using language clearly and accurately in a variety of authentic 
contexts. Students build on their strategies and engage in the processes involved in speaking, listening, reading, 
viewing, writing, and thinking. Students reflect regularly upon their growth in these areas.
Prerequisite: A Grade 9 English credit

UNIT OR TOPIC

Identifying and Generating Ideas

Writing and Media for Real-World Purposes

Reading, Writing, and Expressing Ideas with 
Confidence

Reading and analyzing texts for meaning
Examining graphic texts
Expressing opinions (paragraph form; class discussion and debate)
Using the writing process

Setting personal literacy goals
Reading and creating news articles and other non-fiction
Reading and watching biographical texts
Researching and writing series of paragraphs

CONTENT OR DESCRIPTION

Reading, finding meaning in, and discussing texts in a variety of forms
Planning and using the writing process for a variety of written texts
Oral presentation skills

ENGLISH
GRADE 10

COURSES OFFERED: ENG2L1, ENG2P1, ENG2D1

ISP	–	Reading,	Writing,	and	Speaking	
with Purpose
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English (Applied) ENG2P1  
This course is designed to extend the range of oral communication, reading, writing, and media literacy skills 
that students need for success in secondary school and daily life. Students will study and create a variety of in-
formational, literary, and graphic texts. An important focus will be on the consolidation of strategies and process-
es that help students interpret texts and communicate clearly and effectively. This course is intended to prepare 
students for the compulsory Grade 11 college or workplace preparation course.
Prerequisite: English, Grade 9, Academic or Applied

UNIT OR TOPIC

Reading and writing:
Infer and inform, Take a stand.

Reading and writing to express ideas.

Reading, writing, and speaking for real-
world purposes.

Reading and discussing media for real-
world purposes.

Independent Study: Inquiry and 
Communication

Identify elements of nonfiction prose/reporting and bias in writing.
Make inferences about and connections to news and nonfiction.
Learn how to write proper and better sentences.
Learn how to write a properly structured news article to help prepare for the 
literacy test.
Learn to identify bias and write persuasively about opinions.

Read and discuss several short stories while exploring the literary devices 
and narrative elements found in each.  Discuss the deeper real-world 
connection behind each piece.  Learn how to write a proper paragraph.

Read and discuss short stories while exploring the literary devices and 
narrative elements found in each. 
Discuss the deeper real-world connections behind each piece.
Learn how to write proper paragraphs.
Develop an individual voice by writing a short piece of fiction.
Improve oral communication skills by engaging in literature circle discussions.

CONTENT OR DESCRIPTION

Read Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men.  
Discuss some of the novel’s major themes, basic historical context, and 
real-world connections.
Learn how to write a proper persuasive essay and to apply persuasive skills 
to other areas.

Read a graphic novel and/or examine a film and develop skills for interpreting 
media. 
Improve oral communication skills by engaging in several literature circle 
discussions.  

Read independently and apply skills learned throughout the year. Draw con-
clusions about independent reading.
Create an original piece of media that communicates understanding of read-
ing and media.
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English	(Academic)	ENG2D1
This course is designed to extend the range of oral communication, reading, writing, and media literacy skills 
that students need for success in their secondary school academic programs and in their daily lives. Students 
will analyze literary texts from contemporary and historical periods, interpret and evaluate informational and 
graphic texts, and create oral, written, and media texts in a variety of forms. An important focus will be on the se-
lective use of strategies that contribute to effective communication. This course is intended to prepare students 
for the compulsory Grade 11 university or college preparation course.
Prerequisite: English, Grade 9 Academic or Applied

UNIT OR TOPIC

Critical Thinking and Writing

Writing and Media for Real-World Purposes

Reading, Writing, and Expressing Ideas with 
Confidence

Oral Communication

Identify the literary and informational forms suited to various purposes and 
audiences and use the forms appropriately in their own writing, with an 
emphasis on adopting a suitable voice

Analyze a range of media forms to identify their elements, audiences, and 
production practices, and draw conclusions about how these factors shape 
media works

Use knowledge of a range of media forms, purposes, and audiences to 
create media works, and use established criteria to assess the effectiveness 
of the works.
Students apply the Arthurian Quest to various media forms

CONTENT OR DESCRIPTION

Read and demonstrate an understanding of a range of literary and informa-
tional texts, both contemporary and from historical periods

Demonstrate an understanding of the elements of a range of literary and 
informational forms, with a focus on novels, poems, plays, and opinion pieces

Using Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice as a vehicle,
students will enhance oral communication skills through a variety of activities.
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ENGLISH
GRADE 11

COURSES OFFERED: ENG3E1, ENG3C1, ENG3U1

English (Workplace Preparation) ENG3E1  
This course emphasizes the development of literacy, communication, and critical and creative thinking skills 
necessary for success in the workplace and in daily life. Students will study the content, form, and style of a 
variety of contemporary informational, graphic, and literary texts; and create oral, written, and media texts in a 
variety of forms for practical purposes. An important focus will be on using language clearly and accurately in a 
variety of formal and informal contexts. The course is intended to prepare students for the compulsory Grade 12 
workplace preparation course. 
Prerequisite:  English, Grade 10 Applied or Locally developed

UNIT OR TOPIC

Identify and Evaluate

● Know Thyself – Skills, interests, influences.
● Read and identify what makes a graphic text.
● Planning, using graphic organizers, creating a personal  
    graphic Journal. Reflective Writing about their own   
    experiences. 
● Discussions, Diagnostic Assessment, Listening and   
   Speaking Skills, peer editing.

● Foods Unit- Teen Issues, Discussions, Healthy lifestyles,  
    Film Study, Note taking, Paragraph writing, Levels of   
   Reading and Making Inferences
● Write a clear, concise paragraph. Revise and Edit
● Applying Knowledge of Conventions: use editing,          
   proofreading, and publishing skills and strategies, and   
   knowledge of language conventions, to correct errors,   
   refine expression, and present their work effectively;

● Metacognitive Activities, Reflective Writing, Writing Process,  
    Writing Conventions, Confusing Words and Common   
    Errors. Personal reading conferences. Daily feedback.
● My Reading World: Ongoing daily use of the Reading   
   strategies via books of the student’s choice.
● Plan, budget, purchase and present a final food dish to  
    share with classmates and teachers.

● The World of Shared Reading: Graphic Novel Unit 
● Read and demonstrate an understanding of a variety of  
    informational, graphic, and literary texts, using a range of  
   strategies to construct meaning. 
● Interconnected Skills: identify several of their skills in   
    listening, speaking, writing, viewing, and representing and  
    explain how the skills help them read more effectively (e.g.,  
    write a journal entry)
● Compare real world experience with the class reading   
    classroom excursion

● Developing and Organizing Ideas, Critical Literacy, Develop  
   and Communicate Personal Opinion
● The World: News and the Newspaper

Inquire and Express

Critical Reading and Reflective Writing

Analyzing and Interpreting Graphic Texts

Critical Literacy and Digital Citizenship

CONTENT OR DESCRIPTION
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English (University Preparation) ENG3U1      
This course emphasizes the development of literacy, communication, and critical and creative thinking skills 
necessary for success in academic and daily life. Students will analyze challenging literary texts from various 
periods, countries, and cultures as well as a range of informational and graphic texts, and create oral, written, 
and media texts in a variety of forms. An important focus will be on using language with precision and clarity and 
incorporating stylistic devices appropriately and effectively. The course is intended to prepare students for the 
compulsory Grade 12 university or college preparation course.
Prerequisite: English, Grade 10, Academic

UNIT OR TOPIC

Writing to Express and Reflect

Oral Communication, Media, and Critical 
Analysis

Writing to Inquire and Explore

Writing to Evaluate and Judge

Essay Development and Critical Analysis

Writing to Take a Stand and Propose a 
Solution

Writing to Analyze and Interpret

Writer’s Notebook* and On-going Assessments**
Polished Piece of Expressive Writing

Writer’s Notebook and On-going Assessments
Multi-media Seminar

CONTENT OR DESCRIPTION

Writer’s Notebook and On-going Assessments
Polished Piece of Writing that Explores a Topic

Writer’s Notebook and On-going Assessments
Polished Piece of Writing that Evaluates a Topic

Writer’s Notebook and On-going Assessments
Essay Outline

Writer’s Notebook and On-going Assessments
Polished Problem-Solution Paper

Writer’s Notebook and On-going Assessments
Thematic Essay

Culminating	Project	(Oral,	Media)

Exam	(Reading,	Writing)

Multi-Media	Seminar

TBA
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English (Workplace Preparation) ENG4E1      
This course emphasizes the consolidation of literacy, communication, and critical and creative thinking skills 
necessary for success in the workplace and in daily life. Students will analyze informational, graphic, and literary 
texts and create oral, written, and media texts in a variety of forms for workplace-related and practical purposes. 
An important focus will be on using language accurately and organizing ideas and information coherently. The 
course is intended to prepare students for the workplace and for active citizenship.           
Prerequisite: English, Grade 11 

ENGLISH
GRADE 11

COURSES OFFERED: ENG4E1, ENG4C1, ENG4U1, EWC4U1, OLC4O1

UNIT OR TOPIC

Writing to Express and Reflect

Oral Communication, Media, and Critical 
Analysis

Writing to Inquire and Explore

Writing to Evaluate and Judge

Writing to Take a Stand and Propose a 
Solution

Writer’s Notebook and On-going Assessments
Polished Piece of Expressive Writing

Writer’s Notebook and On-going Assessments
Multi-media Seminar

CONTENT OR DESCRIPTION

Writer’s Notebook and On-going Assessments
Polished Piece of Writing that Explores a Topic

Writer’s Notebook and On-going Assessments
Polished Piece of Writing that Evaluates a Topic

Writer’s Notebook and On-going Assessments
Polished Problem-Solution Paper

ISP TBA
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English (College Preparation) ENG4C1  
This course emphasizes the consolidation of literacy, communication, and critical and creative thinking skills 
necessary for success in academic and daily life.  Students will analyze a variety of informational and graphic 
texts, as well as literary texts from various countries and cultures, and create oral, written, and media texts in a 
variety of forms for practical and academic purposes. An important focus will be on using language with preci-
sion and clarity and developing greater control in writing. The course is intended to prepare students for college 
or the workplace. 
Prerequisite: English, Grade 11, College Preparation 

UNIT OR TOPIC

Inferencing and Vocabulary Development 

Opinions and Persuasive Techniques 

Reading, writing, and speaking for real-
world purposes.

Reading and discussing media for real-
world purposes.

Through articles, poetry, and graphic texts, students will work on inferencing 
skills both in literature and everyday life. Students will practice making 
predictions through valid research on current events. Oral communication 
skills will be practiced through the sharing of predictions and discussion of 
ideas.  Vocabulary development is also emphasized, with the focus on tone, 
mood, diction and theme. Summative assessment for this unit will have 
students create their own graphic text to demonstrate their understanding of 
skills learned in this unit. 

This unit builds on the skills learned in unit one and focuses on how 
to identify and properly formulate an opinion - both through respectful 
discussion, debates, essays, and written work. Students are encouraged to 
look at both sides of an opinion/argument and learn how to to identify and 
use persuasive techniques. Students will  view a documentary and discuss 
identify effective and ineffective use of opinion and persuasive techniques. 
Proper opinion paragraph writing is practiced and put to use through an 
Opinion Article summative assignment.  

CONTENT OR DESCRIPTION

Students will learn the elements of a short story, focusing on the plot graph, 
setting, character, plot, and theme. Through various short stories and media 
texts, students will practice identifying common types of conflict as well as 
a look at point of view. Effective use of transitions will also be emphasized 
through expository paragraph writing. Vocabulary development with literary 
devices (simile, metaphor, personification, hyperbole) will be enforced 
through annotation of short stories short passages. Advanced study of 
Archetypes and The Heroic Quest will also be explored in this unit. Students 
will show their understanding of skills and vocabulary through their heroic 
quest summative. 

Students will build on their understanding of the short story and take a more 
personal approach to reading through the topic of “Choices”. Students 
will read a variety of poetry and prose and reflect on their own personal 
experiences through journal entries to demonstrate skills learned. Vocabulary 
development will focus on irony and diction (i.e. colloquialism) and include a 
review of tone, mood, and literary devices. The personal narrative will also 
be discussed with students finishing the unit with their own personal narrative 
writing. 

ISP
Students	will	complete	a	film	study	for	a	work	based	on	a	true	story.	
This	is	an	oral	presentation	which	consolidates	skills	and	vocabulary	
learned throughout the course. 
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English (University Preparation) ENG4U1 
This course emphasizes the consolidation of the literacy, communication, and critical and creative thinking skills 
necessary for success in academic and daily life. Students will analyze a range of challenging literary texts from 
various periods, countries, and cultures; interpret and evaluate informational and graphic texts; and create oral, 
written, and media texts in a variety of forms. An important focus will be on using academic language coherently 
and confidently, selecting the reading strategies best suited to particular texts and particular purposes for read-
ing, and developing greater control in writing. The course is intended to prepare students for university, college, 
or the workplace. It is the mandatory English for students who intend to pursue University    
Prerequisite: English, Grade 11, University Preparation

UNIT OR TOPIC

Critical Reading and Viewing 

Media and Literary Constructs

Modelling and Applying Literary Theory

Students will study a variety of written and media texts in order to better 
develop their understanding of literary theory.  Students will share their  
critical analysis through a variety of written, oral, and media projects. 

This unit will challenge students to identify media strategies and literary 
devices used to construct implicit meaning.

CONTENT OR DESCRIPTION

Students will apply their knowledge of  literary theory to a novel in preparation 
for the culminating task.  They will also continue to employ reading strategies 
and share their observations, inferences, and opinions in a series of blogs.

Course	Culminating	Activity/
Independent Study

The	students	will	student	a	novel	in	small	literature	circles	and	share	
their	findings	to	construct	a	literary	essay.		Also,	students	will	present	
their	literary	analysis	in	an	oral	presentation	and	compare	their	
analysis	to	a	media	text	of	their	choosing.	

http://saunders.tvdsb.ca


SAUNDERS SECONDARY SCHOOLSAUNDERS.TVDSB.CA | 111

English: The Writer’s Craft (University Preparation) EWC4U1 
This course emphasizes knowledge and skills related to the craft of writing. Students will investigate and an-
alyze models of effective writing; use a workshop approach to produce a range of works; identify and use 
techniques required for specialized forms of writing; and identify effective ways to improve the quality of their 
writing. They will also complete a major paper as part of a creative or analytical independent study project and 
investigate opportunities for publication and for writing careers. This course is not meant to take the place of the 
ENG4U1 English for University entrance.  
Prerequisite: English, Grade 11, University Preparation

UNIT OR TOPIC

Personal Writing

Poetry

Narrative

Journalism

Students will develop their personal voice in writing by reading and creating 
personal narratives and open letters. They will also begin strengthening their 
use of more sophisticated techniques, such as building imagery, tone, and 
connotation.

Students will refine their creative and abstract thinking skills by exploring and 
creating different styles of poetry in a low-risk environment.

CONTENT OR DESCRIPTION

Students will work to improve methods of characterization, sub-text, writing 
dialogue, and pace by writing a narrative of their choice.
Students will continue to improve competence with grammar and fluency.

Students will attempt non-fiction writing, by investing and writing on a topic of 
choice.

Major Project Student Choice
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English: Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course (Open) OLC4O1
This course is designed to help students acquire and demonstrate the cross-curricular literacy skills that are 
evaluated by the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test. Students who successfully complete the course will 
meet the provincial literacy requirement for graduation. Students will read a variety of informational, narrative, 
and graphic texts and will produce a variety of forms of writing, including summaries, information paragraphs, 
opinion pieces, and news reports. Students will also maintain and manage a literacy portfolio containing a record 
of their reading experiences and samples of their writing.
Eligibility:  Students who have been eligible to write the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) at 
least once and have been unsuccessful at least once, are eligible to take this course to achieve both a Grade 12 
compulsory English credit and their literacy credential for graduation. 

UNIT OR TOPIC

Goals and Graphics 

Prove Your Point

Reading Narrative and Writing 
Summaries  

The Literacy Journey and Paragraph Writing

Writing Narrative

Reading Informational Text - The News 
Report

A focus on reading and decoding graphic texts; skimming and scanning; 
apply before, during, and after reading strategies; identify key points within 
text; interpret and analyse ideas; make inferences, connections, predictions, 
and draw conclusions; use of journal for self-reflection; creation of a portfolio  

Examine the elements and structure of a series of paragraphs to express 
an opinion.  Build your critical literacy skills by examining and analyzing 
a topic that goes beyond your personal experiences. Identify and explain 
bias in texts. Continue to apply both reading and writing strategies learned 
throughout the course.

Explore the form and structure of the expository text, narrative, biography, 
and summary; examine and compare the form and audience of the narrative 
text to the Graphic text. Discover strategies for isolating and supporting the 
main idea.

CONTENT OR DESCRIPTION

Explore informational text for the purpose of both reading and writing.  
Examine the importance of reading and writing informational text for 
achieving your school, personal and employment goals.  Apply reading 
strategies to improve comprehension.

Apply the narrative structure as learned in Unit Two.  Explore creative ways 
to construct character, setting, and plot.

Explore the form and structure of the news report.  Compare the form and 
audience of the informational text to the graphic and narrative text.  Continue 
to apply before, during and after reading strategies.

Course	Culminating	Activity/
Independent Study:

Students	demonstrate	a	proficiency	in	the	skills	learned	in	the	previous	
units.		This	also	includes	the	student’s	ability	to	reflect	on	his/her	
understanding	of	the	importance	of	communication	skills	in	your	
everyday	life,	at	school,	at	work,	and	at	home.		A	reflection	on	his/her	
understanding	of	your	own	role	and	responsibilities	in	the	learning	
process; understanding of the reading and writing processes and of 
the role of reading and writing in learning; and understanding of his/her 
own growth in literacy during the course.
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