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NATIVE STUDIES
GRADE 9

COURSES OFFERED: GLS1OF, NAC1O1

Fourth	R	Aboriginal	Cultural	Leadership	(Open)	-		GLS1OF
The 4th R Aboriginal Cultural Leadership Course allows students to earn a GLS1O credit, while meeting the 
course requirements and including cultural components throughout the semester. Students in the course get 
involved in school life through various leadership opportunities. The students provide input on the initiatives they 
would like to lead in the school and the cultural activities for each semester.
Prerequisite: None  

Expressing	Aboriginal	Cultures	(Open)	-	NAC	1O1
This course examines Aboriginal cultures in Canada through an exploration of art forms – painting, sculpture, 
storytelling, dance, and music – created by Aboriginal artists. Students will learn to identify Aboriginal art forms 
and describe relationships between the art forms and Aboriginal traditions, philosophy, and culture. Students 
will also create their own art forms to express their understanding of Aboriginal identity, relationships, and 
sovereignty
The credit earned for the course Expressing Aboriginal Cultures may be used to meet the compulsory credit 
requirement for the arts, as stated on page 72 of Ontario Secondary Schools, Grades 9 to 12: Program and 
Diploma Requirements, 1999.
Prerequisite: None

UNIT OR TOPIC
Oral Tradition and Storytelling (storytelling, 
music and dance)

Understanding Relationships to creation 
(painting)

Understanding Sovereignty through freedom 
of expression (Art form)

Students will learn the importance of oral tradition and storytelling to Aboriginal 
communities and how the legacy is carried on into present day.    

CONTENT OR DESCRIPTION

Students will develop an understanding of the complex relationships between 
and within aboriginal cultures through painting

Students will develop an understanding of sovereignty in an Aboriginal con-
text.  Student will decide which medium works best for them to demonstrate 
their learning. 
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NATIVE STUDIES
GRADE 10

COURSES OFFERED: CHV20F/GLC2OF, NAC2O1

Native Studies course are open to the entire school. The goal of the Native Studies courses is to work 
towards	a	mutual	understanding	of	the	distinct	and	important	relationships	between	non-Indigenous	
and Indigenous peoples. 

Civics	and	Citizenship	and	Career	studies	–	FNMI	Perspective	(Open)	CHV2OF	/	
GLC2OF
The Civics portion of the course will be taught, following the curriculum described above, from an FNMI 
perspective.  The Careers portion of the course teaches students how to develop and achieve personal goals 
in education and work and contribute to their communities from an FNMI perspective. Student learning will 
include assessing their own knowledge, skills, and characteristics and investigating economic trends, workplace 
organization, work opportunities, and ways to search for work. The course explores post-secondary learning 
options, prepares students for community-based learning, and helps them build the capabilities needed for 
managing work and life transitions. Students will design action plans for pursuing their goals.
Prerequisite: None  
Co-requisite: Students should select BOTH CHV20F and GLC20F  

UNIT OR TOPIC

Embracing My Gifts
● Understanding Learning Style &   
    Personality
● Discovery and Development Gift/Talent/ 
    Passion

Reclaiming My Learning
● Rights and Responsibilities
● Personal and Civic Advocacy
● Levels of Government and Individual’s  
    role in Society 

Securing My Supports
●	Understanding supports and accessing  
    academic and personal supports
●	Develop resourceful skills

Defining My Future Successes
●	Goal setting
●	Career Planning

Owning My Journey
●	Summative Activity

Self-Assessment, Project Based Learning, Questionnaires, Reflections, 
Journaling

CONTENT OR DESCRIPTION

Self-Assessment, Project Based Learning, Questionnaires, Reflections, 
Journaling, Stations, Learning Conversations

Self-Assessment, Project Based Learning, Questionnaires, Reflections, 
Journaling

Self-Assessment, Project Based Learning, Questionnaires, Reflections, 
Journaling

Learning Conversationsg

http://saunders.tvdsb.ca


SAUNDERS SECONDARY SCHOOLSAUNDERS.TVDSB.CA | 161

First Nations, Métis, and Inuit Peoples in Canada (Open) NAC2O1
This course explores First Nations, Métis, and Inuit peoples’ relationships with Canada from pre-contact to 
the 21st century. Students will examine social, economic, political and military interactions that impact the 
contemporary realities of Aboriginal people in Canada in relation to identity, culture, community, land, and 
governance. Students will explore their own and others’ ideas using the historical inquiry process to think 
critically and respond responsibly about civic questions raised today as a result of the changing relationships. 
Prerequisite: None

UNIT OR TOPIC
Aboriginal Life before and after European 
Arrival

Land and Governance (1900-1945)

Aboriginal Movements in Canadian Society
(1946-1979)

The 8th Fire (1980-present)

Arrival of Europeans to North America and the impact of colonization on 
Aboriginal people.  Interaction with the Canadian government including the 
implementation of the Indian Act and signing of the numbered treaties 

CONTENT OR DESCRIPTION

Canadian government implementations of the Indian Act and Residential 
Schools. Aboriginal involvement in the World Wars. 

Political movements by Aboriginal organizations. Aboriginal individuals who 
have contributed to the development of Canadian identity.

Aboriginal groups and leaders, and Aboriginal role models.; Aboriginal 
achievements and political action since 1980 (Constitutional Rights, OKA, 
Ipperwash, closing of Residential Schools).  Recent Aboriginal relations with 
the Canadian government
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NATIVE STUDIES
GRADE 11

COURSES OFFERED:    NDA3M1

Current	Aboriginal	Issues	in	Canada	(University/College	Preparation)	NDA3M1
This course focuses on existing and emerging issues of national and regional importance of concern to 
Aboriginal peoples in Canada. Students will analyze diverse perspectives from a variety of sources such as 
media, academic works and public opinion polls on events and developments related to land, community, 
governance, identity and culture. Using political thinking concepts and the political inquiry process students 
will explore their own and others’ ideas, investigate an issue to determine what needs to change, why and 
appropriate problem-solving strategies.
Prerequisite: NAC2O1 or Grade 10 Canadian History (applied or academic)  

UNIT OR TOPIC

Understanding the diversity of Aboriginal 
people Students will:
●	Develop an understanding of cultural 
groups on turtle island

Understanding the impacts of colonization
●	Reconnection to the land
●	Upholding treaties

Issues and Implications on Health and 
Education
●	Jordan’s principle
●	Shannen’s dream

Justice System
●	Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women
●	Colton Bushie vs. Gerald Stanley, John 
Sayers vs. Peter Khil

Relevant Current issues 
●	Included throughout the course
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NATIVE STUDIES
GRADE 12

COURSES OFFERED:    NDG4M1

Aboriginal	Governance:	Emerging	Directions,	(NDG4M)	Grade	12,	University/
College Preparation
This course investigates how Aboriginal governments exercise authority and demonstrate responsibilities 
associated with governance in Canada. Students will explore Aboriginal world views regarding identity, 
relationships among Aboriginal peoples and between Aboriginal peoples and other Canadians, and Aboriginal 
definitions of sovereignty. Students will also compare traditional and contemporary forms of Aboriginal 
governance and will examine Aboriginal and Canadian relations, focusing on empowerment and the inherent 
right to self-government. 
Prerequisite: Any Grade 11 university, university/college, or college preparation course in Native studies

UNIT OR TOPIC

Introduction
Indigenous worldview, values and beliefs

Methods of traditional governance
Clan systems
competparary traditional governance

Indian Act and the Elected System
First Nations Election code
Impact of colonization on governance, 
sovereignty and self-deemention.

Indigenous governance in the 20th century
●	Rights holders
●	Political Territorial Organizations, Political 
Confederacy, Assembly of First Nations
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