
SAUNDERS SECONDARY SCHOOL 
941 Viscount Road 

London, Ontario N6K 1H5 
Telephone: 519-452-2770 

WEB SITE: saunders.tvdsb.ca 
 

Welcome to Saunders Secondary School - Home of the Sabres!  
Saunders offers one of the most comprehensive selections of courses and programs in the Thames Valley 

District School Board.  We have superb music, athletic and drama programs, as well as an incredible number 
of academic and technological courses.  We invite you to become fully involved, to enjoy your education, and 

to share our pride in Saunders! 
 
 

Principal:                                            Vice-Principals:                        Administrative Secretary: 
Ms. Sarah Khan                               Ms. Jennifer Patterson                            Ms. Sara Plomp 

                               Mr. Randy Anderson 
                                                         Mr. Brent Bissell 
 

  

SAUNDERS SECONDARY SCHOOL GROWTH PLAN 
 
1. To continue to improve student numeracy and literacy skills 
2. To increase student credit accumulation and consequently graduation rates 
3. To improve the progress of students at Saunders by the continued implementation of the 

student success program 
 
 

STUDENT SUCCESS PROGRAM 
 
STUDENT SUCCESS TEAM 
The Ministry of Education requires each secondary school to have a Student Success team and a Student                 
Success teacher to work in collaboration with school staff to support students who are struggling with their                 
secondary school program and are at risk of not graduating. At Saunders, our Student Success team can                 
include teachers, guidance counsellors, special education staff, social workers & attendance counsellors, a             
psychologist, advocates and school administrators. We work together, with students and parents/guardians,            
to provide supports and interventions to assist struggling students. Helping students identify a pathway for               
post-secondary opportunities in further education or the workplace is another important part of the Student               
Success program. 
 
 
 

PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE 
Did you know there is a Public Health Nurse in most secondary schools? The Public Health Nurse can                  
provide free individual and confidential health advice on various health topics including Substance Use,              
Healthy Eating, Relationships, Sexual Health, Physical Activity and Mental Health Promotion. To find out              
who the Public Health Nurse is at Saunders, visit https://www.healthunit.com/public-health-at-your-school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www/


SAUNDERS GUIDANCE & RESOURCE SERVICES 
 

Guidance Counsellors offer a variety of services to assist students in getting the most out of high school. 
 
Counsellors are available to provide: 
• academic counselling to assist students with course selections and post-secondary educational planning 
• strategies to ease the adjustment to high school 
• individual counselling for personal concerns 
• career counselling to help students plan for the future 
• access to special help offered by our school psychologist, social worker and community agencies 
• maintenance of the Ontario School Record  
• assistance in arranging for tutoring 
 
Appointments can be booked through the Guidance Homepage on the Saunders Website. 
 
Special Education Resource Teachers offer support to students identified by an Individual Education Plan              
(IEP), assist classroom teachers to implement the IEP and may teach credit courses.  
 
 
STUDENTS WITH PHYSICAL DISABILITIES, VISION IMPAIRMENTS, AND HEARING LOSS 
 
TVDSB provides special consideration and assistance to students with disabilities. These involve physical             
plant design such as special parking, wheelchair access, an elevator, a special resource study room with                
washroom facilities and wide doors and hallways. 
 
Program and timetable accommodations can be made. Other possible accommodations may include peer             
partners in classrooms and support for note-taking and physical needs. Additional time on tests,              
examinations and assignments may be provided as well as equipment to facilitate learning. 
 

 

REGISTRATION 
 

Responsibility for the correct registration of an individual rests with the students and their parents/guardians               
in co-operation with Saunders Guidance Counsellors and the elementary school staff (for grade 9). Students               
and parents/guardians should select courses with care, basing decisions on the information available in this               
course calendar, and the advice available from counsellors. 
 
Note: Course offerings are subject to registration requests and timetabling feasibility. 
 
The following policies and procedures are important: 
 
a) Registration occurs in February. Students wishing to register at a school other than their home               

school must do so before February 14, 2020 and must provide their own transportation. Approval of                
such a request will be for one school year only. Consideration of such a request and subsequent                 
approval/denial lies with the school Principal, and is based on TVDSB policies, current enrolment at               
that grade level and/or in the courses requested.  

 
The designated school of a student is determined by the primary residence address of the student’s 
parent or guardian if the child is under the age of 16 years and the student’s primary address  
otherwise, and the program of study. 
 

 



b) Students and parents will verify course selections during April.  Guidance staff should be notified of 
errors. 

 
 
c) In June or July, when the final report card is issued, the student is responsible for notifying Guidance 

if final marks necessitate a change in courses selected. 
 
d) Amendments to course selections resulting from summer school must be initiated by the student at 

the conclusion of summer school, by calling Saunders. 
 
e) Student timetables will be available through the student portal near the end of August. 
 
 
 
Timetable Changes: 
 

1. Our staff allocation and master timetable are constructed on the assumption that students will take               
all the courses which they request at registration time. It is, therefore, our policy that once the                 
timetable is completed, changes and drops will be permitted only in very unusual circumstances. 
 

Valid reasons for requesting a timetable change include the following: 
 

a. change of course level (i.e. academic to applied) 
b. failure of a pre-requisite course  
c. successful completion of a summer school course 

 
2. Timetables will only be changed in September for exceptional circumstances that meet the criteria              

listed above. For these exceptional requests, students can refer to the course change form on the                
Saunders website which will be available September 7th . Students meeting the outlined criteria,              
should follow the instructions provided on the form. 

 
3. Once a course has been selected, students are expected to treat it as a commitment to the end of 

the semester. 
 

4. Minimum credits/year: 
 

Grades 9, 10, 11 4 credits/semester 
Grade 12 3 credits/semester  (with a minimum of 24 completed credit 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



NOTES TO STUDENTS APPLYING FROM  
OUT OF PROVINCE AND INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 

 
Saunders Secondary School follows the Thames Valley District School Board policy: Student Admission:             
International/Out-of-Province/First Nations/Student Exchange which is detailed on the Board website at           
www.tvdsb.ca 
 
Students from out of the province or country will need to contact One World International Welcome Centre                 
- Thames Valley at 519-452-2117. Once the Board’s requirements have been met, students and their               
parents will be contacted by the school to set up an appointment with the appropriate Vice-Principal. The                 
Guidance Department will evaluate the credit equivalency based on the official transcript from the previous               
school. 
 
 
 

FOUR POLICY ISSUES 
 
COURSE OUTLINES 
Course outlines for each of the courses offered at the school are available by contacting the appropriate                 
Department Head, the Principal or Guidance Counsellor. 
 
 
ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION POLICIES 
Growing Success (2010) is the Ministry of Education document that outlines the expectations for              
Assessment and Evaluation in Ontario schools. In addition, TVDSB has an Assessment and             
Evaluation policy and procedure. At Saunders, students are provided with descriptive feedback to guide              
their efforts toward improvement throughout each semester. Criteria are based on the provincial curriculum              
expectations and the achievement levels outlined in the secondary curriculum policy documents. 
 
 
REPORTING PROCEDURES 
Student achievement is formally communicated to students and parents by means of the Provincial Report               
Card, Grades 9-12 twice each semester. This occurs at mid-semester and at the end of each semester. In                  
each course, achievement is reported as a percentage grade with comments related to each student’s               
strengths and specific areas where improvement might be made. Separate sections record attendance and              
evaluation of learning skills.  A percentage grade of 50 is required for credit to be granted for each course. 
Student reports are distributed by each classroom teacher at early progress and late progress points in the                 
semester. 
 
 
PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT AND RECOGNITION 
PLAR is a formal evaluation and accreditation process. Students may obtain credits towards the OSSD for                
knowledge and skills acquired outside of secondary school. Prior learning is assessed and evaluated to               
determine whether the student has met the provincial course expectations. Specific details and application              
forms to challenge a course for a credit are available from the Guidance Department.  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.tvdsb.ca/

