SAUNDERS SECONDARY SCHOOL

COURSE GUIDE 2022-2023
WEB SITE: saunders.tvdsb.ca

Welcome to Saunders Secondary School, home of the Sabres!
Saunders offers one of the most comprehensive selections of courses and programs in the Thames Valley
District School Board. We have superb music, athletic and drama programs, as well as an incredible number of
academic and technological studies courses. We invite you to become fully involved, to enjoy your education,
and to share our pride in Saunders.

REGISTRATION
The transition to secondary school is an exciting time and the staff at Saunders will provide lots of support to all
incoming students.
As you review the information in this course guide consider Grade 9 as a time for students to explore lots of
options. Saunders’ Guidance Counsellors, Learning Support Teachers, Classroom Teachers and Administrators
will all work collaboratively with staff at elementary schools to help you make great choices. We ask that
students and parents select courses carefully. A lot of information will be provided through our website
saunders.tvdsb.ca. We are always here to answer your questions!

The following policies and procedures are important:
a)

Registration Deadlines:

Out of Area Applicants
In Area Applicants
Tech Emphasis Applicants

February 3, 2022 at NOON
February 11, 2022 at 3 PM
February 11, 2022 at 3 PM

b)

Current Grade 8 TVDSB students:
In Area (Saunders Feeder Schools) To register, Saunders courses need to be selected in
myBlueprint. This is done with the assistance of the elementary school. Parents/guardians will confirm
the course selections with the Elementary Guidance Lead at their current school.
Out-of-area students must complete the TVDSB Out of Area Registration Form and submit it to
Saunders directly by email (c.berry@tvdsb.ca) or by calling the main office to arrange a drop off time.
Tech. Emphasis students must also complete the Emphasis Technology Form and submit it to the
current elementary school with the signed or confirmed course selection form.

c)

Non-TVDSB Grade 8 students: To register, the following documents must be completed, signed and
submitted to Saunders by email (c.berry@tvdsb.ca) or call the school to arrange a drop off time.
➢
➢
➢
➢

Saunders Registration Form
Course Selection Form
Emphasis Technology Form, if needed.
Out of Board Consent form.

d)

Technology Emphasis Students: Students who live within our technology emphasis boundaries, and
who plan to apply to Saunders to pursue a Technology Emphasis Program, must also complete a
Emphasis Technology Form and include it with their registration. Due to our high enrollment, Saunders
may not be able to accept all requests.

e)

Transportation: Students and parents can check their eligibility for transportation to Saunders by
going to mybigyellowbus.ca. If you are a Technology Emphasis student, please ensure you select
EMTE from the list of programs when checking for transportation eligibility on mybigyellowbus.ca.

f)

Students and parents/guardians will be notified when Grade 9 timetables are available on the student
portal. Check our website for information and updates.

Saunders is a large school with many diverse options and opportunities
Because of the number of students enrolled, Saunders can offer multiple sections of courses in a school year.
This means that students with diverse interests are more likely to be able to take all the courses in which they
are interested without timetable conflicts. With the help of their counsellors, students can create a timetable that
fits with their pathway plans. It also means that departments have room to offer specialized courses that go
above and beyond the standard requirements.

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT ACTIVITIES
In order to obtain the Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD), students must also complete 40 hours of
community involvement. Students are required to have the supervisor(s) of their volunteer activities sign off on
the number of hours and the type of activities students have completed. Students obtain this Completion of
Volunteer Activities form from the Guidance Secretary or from the Saunders Guidance Website and return
it to Guidance when 40 hours have been completed. Please note that volunteering for profit organizations or
businesses is not considered as valid community service.
You can also enter your hours electronically, using the “Enter your hours now” button on the Guidance website.
*Students may begin to earn their community service hours the summer before they start grade 9*

GRADUATION DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS:
SUBJECT

GRADE 9

18 Compulsory Credits*: *shaded in grey

GRADE 10

GRADE 11

English

ENGLISH
(ENG1L1, ENG1D1)

ENGLISH
(ENG2L1, ENG2P1,
ENG2D1)

ENGLISH
(ENG3E1, ENG3C1,
ENG3U1)

Mathematics

MATH
(MAT1L1, MTH1W1)

MATH
(MFM2P1, MPM2D1)

MATH
(MEL3E1, MBF3C1,
MCF3M1, MCR3U1)

Science

SCIENCE
(SNC1L1, SNC1W1)

SCIENCE
(SNC2L1, SNC2P1,
SNC2D1)

Canadian and World Studies

CANADIAN
GEOGRAPHY
(CGC1D1)

CANADIAN
HISTORY
(CHC2L1, CHC2P1,
CHC2D1)

French

FRENCH (FSF1O1,
FSF1D1)

GRADE 12
ENGLISH
(ENG4E1, ENG4C1,
ENG4U1, OLC4O1)

CIVICS/CAREER
STUDIES
(CHV2O5/GLC2O5,
CHV2OF/GLC2OF)

Civics/Career Studies
Guidance Education

Health and Physical
Education (1)
The Arts (1)
(Dance, Drama, Music, Visual
Arts)
Business Studies
Guidance and Career Education
Languages

ONEIDA (LNNAO1,
LNNBO1)
OJIBWE (LNOAO1,
LNOBO1)

First Nations, Métis and Inuit
Studies

First Nations, Métis
and Inuit in Canada
(NAC2O1)

Social Sciences and Humanities
Technological Education
Group 1:

Group 2:
Group 3:

1 additional credit in English, or French as a second language, or a Native language, or a classical or an
international language or social sciences and the humanities, or Canadian and world studies, or guidance
and career education, or cooperative education*
1 additional credit in health and physical education, or the arts, or business studies, or French as a second
language , or cooperative education*
1 additional credit in science (grades 11-12), or technological education (grades 9-12), or French as a second
language or computer studies, or cooperative education*

*a maximum of 2 credits in cooperative education can count as compulsory credits

In addition to the 18 compulsory credits listed above, students must complete:
● 12 optional credits from the above listed subject areas (to equal a total of 30 credits)
● 40 hours of community involvement activities and the Provincial literacy requirement

Saunders Grade 9 STEM Package
Program Description (In myBlueprint select: 09STEM)
STEM is an acronym that refers to Science Technology Engineering and Math.
The Saunders STEM program gives Grade 9 students the opportunity to delve into
21st Century issues outside the confines of a traditional classroom. With the
guidance of qualified teachers, students will simultaneously explore related topics
by examining real-world issues through interdisciplinary project-based learning;
they will identify the issues and topics that matter to them, and then they will
conceive, design, and build potential solutions to these challenges. Civics and
Careers will be integrated into these inquiries, allowing students to achieve extra
credits.
What makes our program unique?
Saunders is a very special learning community, with a wealth of resources and specialized spaces. Students will
experience daily learning in an academic setting, with access to our outstanding research facilities,
fully-equipped science labs, and access to technology. In addition, students have the option to take their
projects to the next level, with access to our specialized facilities, such as our Green Industries greenhouse, our
Film Production Studio, our Construction shops, or our Digital Design studio.
Which credits will be gained?
● Grade 9 Science
● Grade 9 Academic English
● Grade 9 Mathematics
● Grade 10 Design Technology
● Grade 10 Civics (half credit)
● Grade 10 Careers (half credit)

How is this accomplished?
Qualified teachers in these subject areas will work
together to identify the principles, skills, and
competencies that are universal across their
disciplines. These overlapping concepts will be taught
concurrently, when possible, through project-based,
discovery learning. As well, students will still have the
opportunity to experience two elective credits along
with their required compulsory credits.

Community Partnerships
Saunders has strong ties in the London Community. We will utilize partnerships with agencies such as TVDSB
Environmental Education, TD Canada Trust, and Western University to offer unique out-of-class, real-world
enrichment opportunities to each student.
What does this program offer?
●
●
●

Creative Thinking
Growth Mindset
Problem Solving

●
●
●

Cross-curricular connections
Inquiry based learning
Collaboration

Where could this program lead?
Students will be prepared for many pathway options upon completion of this program. Earning an extra credit
affords students an opportunity for reach ahead options in future grades.
Our Grade 9 STEM program will also expose students to methods and partnerships that might prepare them for
careers in the following fields: Business, Design, Medical Research, Environmental Research or Engineering,
Politics, Architecture, Robotics, Geo-technology, Film or Sound Production, Civil Engineering, Global
Citizenship, and much more.

Saunders Grade 9 Indigenous Focus Program Package
The Saunders Grade 9 Indigenous Focus
Program aims to create a positive and
successful grade 9 experience. Students
receive guidance and support from Indigenous
Saunders and TVDSB staff, visiting elders,
knowledge keepers, and community partners.
Emphasis is placed on developing a positive
classroom community where students engage
in learning through multiple perspectives,
including those of local First Nations. Staff
collaborate to provide a learning environment
that meets the social, emotional, and academic
needs of students within the program.

Program Features:
●
●
●

●
●

Teachers (Indigenous and non-Indigenous) in the program will focus on building strong and
supportive relationships with students. Staff will be connecting with students in the spring of 2022.
The content of the courses within the program will include topics that are relevant and engaging to
Indigenous students.
Students can earn up to 5 credits in this program and will be able to take additional classes outside
of this program. This program will be scheduled for part of the day in both semesters to provide a
continuous year-long experience.
It provides opportunities for students to have more Indigenous content within their courses and
access to learning from multiple cultural teachers.
Indigenous students will have priority to participate in this program. Where spaces permit,
non-Indigenous students with a desire to be learners alongside their Indigenous peers, will be
considered

You may select 09FNMI and add your electives and language choice in myBlueprint OR Make your
selections directly on the Course Selection Form and return it with your registration package.
For assistance contact Ms. Roth – a.roth@tvdsb.ca

SPECIALIST HIGH SKILLS MAJOR (SHSM)
The Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM) is a Ministry approved program allowing students to focus their
learning in a specific economic sector while meeting their requirements for the Ontario Secondary School
Diploma. Students are able to customize their courses to suit their interests and talents while preparing for a
sector-specific apprenticeship, college, university, or workplace destination. Students will be required to
complete specific subjects in a major focus area, and complete industry certification courses. Students can
enroll in the program in their senior years after they have completed their grade 10 credit requirements.
Interested students are asked to inform their counsellor in the guidance office and complete an
interview and application.
Currently, Saunders provides opportunities for students to pursue a Specialist High Skills Major in:
1) Construction
2) Manufacturing
3) Arts and Culture
4) Health and Wellness
Within each of the sector specific SHSM there are five components to be completed for graduation at which
time students will receive a diploma with the SHSM designation included.

Five components of the SHSM include:
1. A package of 8–10 Grade 11 and Grade 12 credits which includes:
i)
4 major senior credits that provide sector-specific knowledge and skills
ii)
2–4 other required senior credits from the Ontario curriculum, which includes
contextualized learning activities
iii)
2 Cooperative education credits that provide authentic learning experiences in a workplace
setting
2. Sector-recognized certifications and/or training courses
3. Experiential learning and career exploration activities within the sector
4. “Reach ahead” experiences connected with the student’s chosen post-secondary pathway
5. Development of Essential Skills and work habits required in the sector, and the use of the Ontario Skills
Passport (OSP).

SAUNDERS GUIDANCE & RESOURCE SERVICES
Guidance Counsellors and Learning Support Teachers offer a variety of services to assist students in getting the
most out of high school.
Counsellors are available to provide:
• academic counselling to assist students with course selections and post-secondary educational planning
• individual counselling for personal concerns
• career counselling to help students plan for the future
• access to support from the school psychologist, social worker and community agencies
• maintenance of the Ontario School Record
• assistance in arranging for tutoring

Once you become a Sabre, appointments can be booked through the Guidance Homepage
found on the Saunders Website.
Learning Support Teachers offer learning support to students identified by an Individual Education Plan (IEP).
The Learning Support Teachers at Saunders Secondary School strive to support individual students’ learning
needs with appropriate programs and services through a tiered approach to prevention and intervention. We
are committed to ensuring that all students learn in a supportive and inclusive environment where all voices are
valued and heard. The Special Education Department supports all members of the learning community students and staff, to maximize potential, promote well-being and enhance student learning and achievement. A
student’s Individual Education Plan (IEP) is reviewed and updated at least twice a year to ensure that we are
meeting the needs of our students and parent input is welcomed throughout the process.

GRADE 9 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
COMPULSORY COURSES
Note:
If your student is selecting the Grade 9 STEM package, or the Indigenous Focus Program
Package, please select the following in myBlueprint: 09STEM OR 09FNMI

ENGLISH
English

(Locally Developed)

ENG1L1

In this course, students focus on developing their literacy, communication, and organizational skills to prepare
for success in high school, in their daily lives, and in the workplace. From this course, students advance to the
grade 10 locally developed English, and grade 11 and 12 workplace English courses. ENG1L1 is designed to
meet the needs of students who require support to develop their reading, viewing, listening, speaking, writing
and critical thinking skills. In all strands, the focus is on developing and refining foundational literacy skills and
on using language clearly and accurately in a variety of contexts.
Prerequisite: None

English

(Academic)

ENG1D1

This course is designed to develop the oral communication, reading, writing, and media literacy skills that
students need for success in their secondary school academic programs and in their daily lives. Students will
analyse literary texts from contemporary and historical periods, interpret informational and graphic texts, and
create oral, written, and media texts in a variety of forms. An important focus will be on the use of strategies that
contribute to effective communication. The course is intended to prepare students for the Grade 10 academic
English course, which leads to university or college preparation courses in Grades 11 and 12.
Prerequisite: None

MATHEMATICS
Mathematics

(Locally Developed)

MAT1L1

This course emphasizes further development of mathematical knowledge and skills to prepare students for
success in their everyday lives, in the workplace, in the Grade 10 LDCC (Locally Developed Compulsory Credit)
course, and in the Mathematics Grade 11 and Grade 12 Workplace Preparation courses. The course is
organized by three strands related to money sense, measurement, and proportional reasoning. In all strands,
the focus is on developing and consolidating key foundational mathematical concepts and skills by solving
authentic, everyday problems. Students have opportunities to further develop their mathematical literacy and
problem-solving skills and to continue developing their skills in reading, writing, and oral language through
relevant and practical math activities.
Recommendation: Students working on modified curriculum in Grade 8 mathematics

Mathematics

(De-Streamed)

MTH1W1

This course enables students to consolidate, and continue to develop an understanding of mathematical
concepts related to number sense and operations, algebra, measurement, geometry, data, probability and
financial literacy. Students will use mathematical processes, mathematical modelling and coding to make sense
of the mathematics they are learning and to apply their understanding to culturally responsive and relevant real
world situations. Students will continue to enhance their mathematical reasoning skills, including proportional
reasoning, spatial reasoning, and algebraic reasoning, as they solve problems and communicate their thinking.
Prerequisite: None

SCIENCE
Science

(Locally Developed)

SNC1L1

This course enables students to deepen their knowledge and understanding of the basic concepts in science; to
develop practical skills in scientific investigation; and to apply their knowledge and skills to everyday situations.
Students conduct investigations into practical problems and issues related to cells and reproduction, the
structure and properties of elements and compounds, static and current electricity, and science in everyday life.
A variety of hands-on activities assist students to acquire concepts. Students will use different reporting
strategies to facilitate the development of communication skills.
Prerequisite: None

Science

(De-Streamed)

SNC1W1

This course enables students to develop their understanding of concepts related to biology, chemistry, physics,
and earth and space science, and to relate science to technology, society, and the environment. Throughout the
course, students will develop and refine their STEM skills as they use scientific research, scientific
experimentation, and engineering design processes to investigate concepts and apply their knowledge in
situations that are relevant to their lives and communities. Students will continue to develop transferable skills
as they become scientifically literate global citizens.
Prerequisite: None

CANADIAN AND WORLD STUDIES
Issues in Canadian Geography

(Academic)

CGC1D1

This course examines interrelationships within and between Canada’s natural and human systems and how
these systems interconnect with those in other parts of the world. Students will explore environmental,
economic, and social geographic issues relating to topics such as transportation options, energy choices, and
urban development. Students will apply the concepts of geographic thinking and the geographic inquiry
process, including spatial technologies, to investigate various geographic issues and to develop possible
approaches for making Canada a more sustainable place in which to live.
Prerequisite: None

LANGUAGES:
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE
English as a Second Language, LEVEL 3

ESLCO1

This course further extends students’ skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing in English for a variety of
everyday and academic purposes. Students will make short classroom oral presentations; read a variety of
adapted and original texts in English; and write using a variety of text forms. As well, students will expand their
academic vocabulary and their study skills to facilitate their transition to the mainstream school program. This
course also introduces students to the rights and responsibilities inherent in Canadian citizenship, and to a
variety of current Canadian issues.

English as a Second Language, LEVEL 4

ESLDO1

This course prepares students to use English with increasing fluency and accuracy in classroom and social
situations and to participate in Canadian society as informed citizens. Students will develop the
oral-presentation, reading, and writing skills required for success in all school subjects. They will extend
listening and speaking skills through participation in discussions and seminars; study and interpret a variety of
grade-level texts; write narratives, articles, and summaries in English; and respond critically to a variety of print
and media texts.

English as a Second Language, LEVEL 5

ESLEO1

This course provides opportunities for students to communicate and interact in French with increasing
independence, with a focus on familiar topics related to their daily lives. Students will develop their skills in
listening, speaking, reading, and writing by using language learning strategies introduced in the elementary
Core French program, and will apply creative and critical thinking skills in various ways. They will also enhance
their understanding and appreciation of diverse French-speaking communities, and will develop skills necessary
for lifelong language learning.
*This course is equivalent to ENG1P & ENG1D

FRENCH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE
Core French (Open)

FSF1O1

This is an introductory course for students who have little or no knowledge of French or who have not
accumulated the minimum of 600 hours of elementary Core French instruction. Students will begin to
understand and speak French in guided and structured interactive settings, and will develop fundamental skills
in listening, speaking, reading, and writing through discussing issues and situations that are relevant to their
daily lives. Throughout the course, students will develop their awareness of diverse French-speaking
communities in Canada and acquire an understanding and appreciation of these communities. They will also
develop a variety of skills necessary for lifelong language learning
Prerequisite: None

Core French (Academic)

FSF1D1

This course provides opportunities for students to communicate and interact in French with increasing
independence, with a focus on familiar topics related to their daily lives. Students will develop their skills in
listening, speaking, reading, and writing by using language learning strategies introduced in the elementary
Core French program, and will apply creative and critical thinking skills in various ways. They will also enhance
their understanding and appreciation of diverse French-speaking communities, and will develop skills necessary
for lifelong language learning.
Prerequisite: Minimum of 600 hours of French instruction, or equivalent
**********************************************************************************************************
Students who pursue French until grade 12 at Saunders will be eligible to write the DELF examination or
Diplôme d'études en langue française. Successful DELF candidates receive an international certification
recognized in both the workplace as well as post-secondary institutions.
Prerequisite: Minimum of 600 hours of French instruction, or equivalent
Recommended: Students must be self-motivated, confident in the language and ready for new learning
opportunities and challenges.

NATIVE LANGUAGES
Ojibwe Native Language, Level 1

(Open) (NL1)

LNOAO1

This course is open to the entire student body and will allow students who have no prior Ojibwe language
experience to develop an appreciation for a Native language and culture, to explore and experience a unique
worldview, and to learn to speak a Native language. Students will learn and use Ojibwe for greetings and daily
routines, become familiar with its writing and sound system, and practice basic vocabulary and phrases.
Students will also use information technology during course related activities.
Prerequisite: None

Ojibwe Native Language, Level 2

(Open) (NL2)

LNOBO1

This course will enable students to experience the unique respect for life that permeates Native languages and
cultures. Students will expand their vocabulary and knowledge of phrases and expressions, using them in
simple dialogues, narrative writing, grammatical constructions, and reading, and to exchange information.
Prerequisite: This course is open to any student who has successfully completed at least four years of
elementary Native languages study, successfully completed NL1, or demonstrates required proficiency.

Oneida Native Language, Level 1

(Open) (NL1)

LNNAO1

This course is open to the entire student body and will allow students who have no prior Native Language
experience to develop an appreciation for a Native Language and culture, to explore and experience a unique
worldview, and to learn to speak a Native Language. Students will learn and use the Oneida language for
greetings and daily routines, become familiar with its writing and sound system, and practice basic vocabulary
and phrases. Students will also use information technology during course related activities.
Prerequisite: None

Oneida Native Language, Level 2

(Open) (NL2)

LNNBO1

This course will enable students to experience the unique respect for life that permeates Native languages and
cultures. Students will expand their vocabulary and knowledge of phrases and expressions, using them in
simple dialogues, narrative writing, grammatical constructions, and reading, and to exchange information
electronically.
Prerequisite: This course is open to any student who has successfully completed at least four years of
elementary Native languages study, has successfully completed NL1, or demonstrates the required
proficiency.

GRADE 9 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
ELECTIVE COURSES
THE ARTS:
ART (VISUAL)
Visual Arts

(Open)

AVI1O1

This course is exploratory in nature, offering an overview of visual arts as a foundation for further study.
Students will become familiar with the elements and principles of design and the expressive qualities of various
materials by using a range of media, processes, techniques, and styles. Students will use the creative and
critical analysis processes and will interpret art within a personal, contemporary, and historical context.
Prerequisite: None

DANCE
Dance

(Open)

ATC1O1

This course gives students the opportunity to explore their technical and compositional skills by applying the
elements of dance and the tools of composition in a variety of performance situations. Students will generate
movement through structured and unstructured improvisation, demonstrate an understanding of safe practices
with regard to themselves and others in the dance environment, and identify the function and significance of
dance within the global community. The study of Ballet, Jazz, and Modern techniques will be featured.
Prerequisite: None
**This course is ideal for the beginning dancer with little or no dance background**

DRAMATIC ARTS
Drama

(Open)

ADA1O1

This course provides opportunities for students to explore dramatic forms and techniques, using material from a
wide range of sources and cultures. Students will use the elements of drama to examine situations and issues
that are relevant to their lives. Students will create, perform, discuss, and analyse drama, and then reflect on
the experiences to develop an understanding of themselves, the art form, and the world around them.
Prerequisite: None

MUSIC
Instrumental Music

(Open - Beginning)

AMI1OB

This course emphasizes the creation and performance of music at a level consistent with previous experience
and is aimed at developing technique, sensitivity, and imagination. Students will develop musical literacy skills
by using the creative and critical analysis processes in composition, performance, and a range of reflective and
analytical activities. Students will develop an understanding of the conventions and elements of music and of
safe practices related to music, and will develop a variety of skills transferable to other areas of their life.
Prerequisite: None
Recommended Repertoire Corequisite: AMR2OB (Junior Band)

Instrumental Music

(Open - Experienced)

AMI1OE

This course emphasizes the creation and performance of music at a level consistent with previous experience
and is aimed at developing technique, sensitivity, and imagination. Students will develop musical literacy skills
by using the creative and critical analysis processes in composition, performance, and a range of reflective and
analytical activities. Students will develop an understanding of the conventions and elements of music and of
safe practices related to music, and will develop a variety of skills transferable to other areas of their life.
Recommended Prerequisite: Played a wind or percussion instrument in Grade 7 and 8.
Recommended Repertoire Corequisite: AMR2OB (Junior Band)

Strings

(Open - Beginning)

AMS1OB

This course emphasizes the creation and performance of music at a level consistent with previous experience
and is aimed at developing technique, sensitivity, and imagination. Students will develop musical literacy skills
by using the creative and critical analysis processes in composition, performance, and a range of reflective and
analytical activities. Students will develop an understanding of the conventions and elements of music and of
safe practices related to music, and will develop a variety of skills transferable to other areas of their life.
Prerequisite: None
Recommended Repertoire Corequisite: AMR2OS (Junior Orchestra)

Strings

(Open - Experienced)

AMS1OE

This course emphasizes the creation and performance of music at a level consistent with previous experience
and is aimed at developing technique, sensitivity, and imagination. Students will develop musical literacy skills
by using the creative and critical analysis processes in composition, performance, and a range of reflective and
analytical activities. Students will develop an understanding of the conventions and elements of music and of
safe practices related to music, and will develop a variety of skills transferable to other areas of their life.
Recommended Prerequisite: Played violin, viola, cello or double bass in Grade 7 and 8.
Recommended Repertoire Corequisite: AMR2OS (Junior Orchestra)

Vocal Music

(Open)

AMV1O1

This course emphasizes the creation and performance of music at a level consistent with previous experience
and is aimed at developing technique, sensitivity, and imagination. Students will develop musical literacy skills
by using the creative and critical analysis processes in composition, performance, and a range of reflective and
analytical activities. Students will develop an understanding of the conventions and elements of music and of
safe practices related to music, and will develop a variety of skills transferable to other areas of their life.
Prerequisite: None

Guitar

(Open - Beginning)

AMG1OB

This course emphasizes the performance of music at a level that strikes a balance between challenge and skill
and is aimed at developing technique, sensitivity and imagination. Students will participate in creative activities
that teach them to listen with understanding. They will also learn correct musical terminology and its
appropriate use.
Prerequisite: None
Recommended Repertoire Corequisite: AMR2OG (Junior Guitar Ensemble)

Guitar

(Open - Experienced)

AMG1OE

This course emphasizes the performance of music at a level that strikes a balance between challenge and skill
and is aimed at developing technique, sensitivity and imagination. Students will participate in creative activities
that teach them to listen with understanding. They will also learn correct musical terminology and its
appropriate use.
Recommended Prerequisite: Played guitar in Grade 7 and 8 or have had private lessons

Music Repertoire

AMR2OB (Junior Band)
AMR2OS (Junior Orchestra)
AMR2OG (Junior Guitar Ensemble)

This course emphasizes the creation and performance of music at a level consistent with previous experience.
Students will develop musical literacy skills by using the creative and critical analysis processes in composition,
performance, and a range of reflective and analytical activities. Students will develop their understanding of
musical conventions, practices, and terminology and apply the elements of music in a range of activities. They
will also explore the function of music in society with reference to the self, communities, and cultures. *This is
a half-credit course that runs outside of the school day for the full year.
Recommended Corequisite:
AMR2OB (Junior Band): Should also take AMI1OE or AMI1OB
AMR2OG (Junior Guitar Ensemble): Should also take AMG1OE or AMG1OB
AMR2OS (Junior Orchestra): Should also take AMS1OE or AMS1OB

BUSINESS
Introduction to Business

(Open)

BBI1O1

This course introduces students to the world of business. Students will develop an understanding of the
functions of business, including accounting, marketing, information and communication technology, human
resources, and production, and of the importance of ethics and social responsibility. This course builds a
foundation for further studies in business and helps students develop the business knowledge and skills they
will need in their everyday lives.
Prerequisite: None

FIRST NATIONS, MÉTIS AND INUIT STUDIES
First Nations, Metis and Inuit Skill Development (Open)
Fourth R Indigenous Cultural Leadership
GLS1OF
The 4th R Indigenous Cultural Leadership Course allows students to earn a GLS1O credit, while meeting the
course requirements and including cultural components throughout the semester. Students learn skills for
success in high school. There is also a strong literacy component to this course. Students in the course get
involved in school life through various leadership opportunities. The students provide input on the initiatives they
would like to lead in the school and the cultural activities for each semester.
Prerequisite: None

Expressions of First Nations, Métis, and Inuit Cultures

(Open)

NAC 1O1

This course explores various arts disciplines (dance, drama, installation and performance art, media arts,
music, storytelling, utilitarian or functional art, visual arts), giving students the opportunity to create, present, and
analyse art works, including integrated art works/productions, that explore or reflect First Nations, Métis, and
Inuit perspectives and cultures. Students will examine the interconnected relationships between art forms and
individual and cultural identities, histories, values, protocols, and ways of knowing and being. They will
demonstrate innovation as they learn and apply art-related concepts, methods, and conventions, and acquire
skills that are transferable beyond the classroom. Students will use the creative process and responsible
practices to explore solutions to creative arts challenges.
The credit earned for this course may be used to meet the compulsory credit requirement for the Arts, as stated
in Ontario Secondary Schools, Grades 9 to 12: Program and Diploma Requirements, 2016.
Course Prerequisite(s): None

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Healthy Active Living Education

(Open)

PPL1OF (Female)
PPL1OM (Male)

This course equips students with the knowledge and skills they need to make healthy choices now and lead
healthy, active lives in the future. Through participation in a wide range of physical activities, students develop
knowledge and skills related to movement competence and personal fitness that provide a foundation for active
living. Students also acquire an understanding of the factors and skills that contribute to healthy development
and learn how their own well-being is affected by, and affects, the world around them. Students build their sense
of self, learn to interact positively with others, and develop their ability to think critically and creatively.
Prerequisite: None

LEARNING STRATEGIES
Learning Strategies 1

(Open)

GLE1O1/GLS1O1

This course focuses on learning strategies to help students become better, more independent learners.
Students will learn how to develop and apply literacy and numeracy skills, personal management skills, and
interpersonal and teamwork skills to improve their learning and achievement in school, the workplace, and the
community. The course helps students build confidence and motivation to pursue opportunities for success in
secondary school and beyond.
GLE1O1 Prerequisite: Recommendation of the Principal; student must be on an IEP (Individual Education
Plan)

SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES
Food and Nutrition

(Open)

HFN1O1

This course focuses on guidelines for making nutritious food choices. Students will investigate factors that
influence food choices, including beliefs, attitudes, current trends, traditional eating patterns, food marketing
strategies, and individual needs. Students will also explore the environmental impact of a variety of food
choices at the local and global level. The course provides students with opportunities to develop food
preparation skills and introduces them to the use of social science research methods in the area of food and
nutrition.
Prerequisite: None

TECHNOLOGICAL STUDIES
Please note, students may only select ONE of the following:
Exploring Technologies – Technology for Life - BUILD (Open)

TIJ1OB

This course enables students to further explore and develop technological knowledge and skills introduced in
the elementary science and technology program. Students will be given the opportunity to design and create
products and/or provide services related to the various technological areas or industries, working with a variety
of tools, equipment, and software commonly used in industry. Students will develop an awareness of
environmental and societal issues, and will begin to explore secondary and post-secondary education and
training pathways leading to careers in technology-related fields.
Prerequisite: None
Anti-requisite: TIJ1OC
Students will rotate through several areas of technology which could include any of the following:
Manufacturing, Construction, Transportation, Green Industries, Technical Design, Computer Engineering.
This course is for students considering apprenticeship, post-secondary education and experiential pathways.

Exploring Technologies – Technology for Life - CREATE (Open)

TIJ1OC

This course enables students to further explore and develop technological knowledge and skills introduced in
the elementary science and technology program. Students will be given the opportunity to design and create
products and/or provide services related to the various technological areas or industries, working with a variety
of tools, equipment, and software commonly used in industry. Students will develop an awareness of
environmental and societal issues, and will begin to explore secondary and post-secondary education and
training pathways leading to careers in technology-related fields.
Students will rotate through several areas of technology which could include any of the following:
Health Care, Hospitality, Green Industries, Communications, Technical Design, Hair & Aesthetics.
This course will teach fundamental skills for everyday life. Any of these areas could also become a career
pathway.
Prerequisite: None
Anti-requisite: TIJ1OB

